
Kia ora e te whanāu

TEACHER ONLY DAY

As you are aware the Government have completely reshaped the English and Maths curriculums and they are in the process of refreshing the
other curriculum areas. Our teachers nationally feel overwhelmed with the speed of the changes and the Governments expectations. As

Principal I feel for our teachers, they work incredibly hard, their dedication and desire to provide quality education is exemplary.
Fortunately, all schools nationally have been allocated 2 Teacher Only Days during the year to use for professional development to build staff

capabilities connected to the new curriculum.
Our first Teacher Only Day will be 29 May. That is the Friday before the Kings birthday. This will give families a long weekend to enjoy with

their tamariki. The 2nd Teacher Only Day will be in term 4. We haven’t confirmed a date yet, but it will be early in the term as term 4 is very
short.

Western Heights Primary School started 2026 very early which means our school year finishes earlier. The Christmas holidays will be a week
longer that the 2024-25 school holidays which was very short. The following year will again be a shorter summer break.

At this stage the final day for 2026 would be 4 December. We will keep you informed of important dates as the year progresses.

Western Heights Primary School are looking at entering a team in the 2026 Regional Kapahaka Competition. We have so many children
interested in this challenge which is very cool. It is an elite competition that would see us compete against Kura Kaupapa Schools, Intermediate
Schools and other Primary Schools who wish to enter. The children selected will be required to invest some of their own time to ensure we are

prepared to compete at the highest level. 
The Ahurei is a festival of Kapahaka with no competition, just fun, we are always part of that. The regionals is a competition,  I believe the first

4 possibly 5 place getters moving forward to the Nationals. We are excited and fully understand the level of competition we are entering.
Whaea Linda and her team of accomplished tutors are also excited about the challenge ahead.  

Being able to compete at the very highest level is important and our tutors will keep me informed of our progress. 
If we reach the standards required, it will be the first time we have entered this amazing competition in over 10 years. 

Thank to all the families who have completed the annual community survey. This information will help us structure our 2027 school year. It has
been an amazing response. We will share the information with you when Whaea Billinda has collated the information.

A draw will be done for a $ 100 Four Square voucher. We will announce the winner when the survey closes.

Our school is growing rapidly. This term we have had a huge influx of students, so classes are filling up quickly. If you have pre-school tamariki
starting this year, please come in and pre-enrol so we can plan ahead. The surprises can add pressure later in the year. Nga mihi.

Sadly,  some drivers in our local community are not as considerate as they could be. Last week a young girl was nearly hit by a speeding driver
on the Edmund Road Pedestrian crossing, before school. She was doing everything right, but the driver was driving at an excessive speed.

Fortunately, a terrible accident was avoided. In the mornings Clayton Road has the road patrol operating but not Edmund Road. 
Please talk with your tamariki about road safety. Teachers will also reinforce this important message.

Uniforms that were ordered at the beginning of the Year are now ready for collection. Please collect from the office.
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Our School Nurse is here Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings.
Please feel free to let us know if you would like them to check your tamariki while

they are on site.

We are a water ONLY school..
Please support us by sending your tamariki to school with a Water Bottle

Disco this Thursday, 5.00-6.00pm, the theme is NEON. 
The Disco is only for children attending Western Heights Primary School. We often get older students from other schools turning up and

they can be problematic. We want our children to have a great time.

Also, the school gates open in the morning at 8.30am. Please ensure your tamariki arrive at 8.30am or shortly after.

 Nga mihi.

Whats Happening at Kura in Term Two

 Pihinga Disco
WHEN: Thursday May 7
TIME: 5pm until 6pm

WHERE : KPMSC
THEME: NEON

School Photos
WHEN: Tuesday May 19

Infornmation to be distributed very
soon

Showquest 
WHEN: June 17, Baypark, Tauranga
Tickets can be purchased on the

Ticketek website

Our Dental Clinic technicians
 can be contacted on:

027 973 5253 OR 0800 525 378
They are at times working off

site so you will need to call them
to make an appointment

 Stay in touch :

whpadmin@whp.school.nz  07 348 8459 / 0204561035http://www.whp.school.nz

Seesaw is our real-time reporting and partnership
tool. We report on student progress and

achievement through Seesaw in real-time. We no
longer have mid-year or end of-year reports.

Please check out our school website for a step by
step guide to signing in and user friendly

information. If you have any issues or would like
some one on one learning please contact Whaea

Marnel on marnelv@whp.school.nz. 
We look forward to seeing whānau/parents and
caregivers engaging and commenting on student

progress via Seesaw.

JUST A REMINDER :
If you would like to pick up your

child/children early on a Friday, please
keep in mind we have school assembly on

a Friday afternoon. 
If possible it will help if you can collect them
by 1:30 pm to ensure less disruption during

this time.
Nga Mihi

western heights primary school

Don’t forget we
have 4 year old

classes for those
children getting
ready to come to

our kura. For
further

information call
the office and

speak with Whaea
Teresa .

Dont forget to check our School
Facebook Page for as updated

information on sports and events
as possible. 

Basket-ball  game times can be
found on the mygamedayapp

Kings Birthday
Weekend 

There will be no
school 

Monday June 1

COMMUNITY NEWS
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