
Final Panui of 2025
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our amazing 2025 school year. The highlight of the year was the Education Review Office Audit that
classified Te Kura o Whakaahu as a High-performing School. I am so proud of the efforts of our Board of Trustees, Staff, students and

community. We have created a very special learning environment here at Western Heights Primary School.
 

We always look to improve, and we plan to be even better in 2026. World-Class education will be delivered. here
 

· Our school year finishes at 12.00 pm on Wednesday, 10 December 2025
· Please ensure you have plans in place to pick your children up at 12.00 pm or before. Teachers will be off-site at 12.30- 12.45 pm

· No bus or chariot will operate on that day, 10 December 2025
· Year 6 students can donate their polo shirts, skorts or shorts to the school on Tuesday morning, 9 December and wear mufti for the day.

Please bring the donated items to Whaea Mel in her office. (No polar fleeces as they are being phased out. No polo shirts with writing on them.)
· Final Seesaw report comments and 2026 goals were uploaded to Seesaw on Friday. The Learning profile outlines the progress your child has

made over the 2025 school year. If you are struggling to log in to Seesaw, please contact Whaea Marnel marnelv@whp.school.nz
 

 2026
· Western Heights Primary School will introduce its new school uniform in 2026. Our Kaumatua Hone Tarawhiti-Nuku blessed the new uniform

at the graduation assembly last Thursday.
· The uniform will be phased in. Your children can wear the current uniform until they grow out of it or it ends up a bit tatty. The

replacement uniform will be the new one.

· For the first 6 weeks of term 1, the uniform will be offered with a 25% discount. That is for 1 full set of uniform items only. You are able to
purchase individual items with the discount, also. For example, if you purchased a top and a pair of shorts, you would receive the discount; if

you wanted 2 tops, you would pay full price for the second one.
· The new uniforms are very cool. There will be a huge demand, so you will have to be quick to secure them.

· The school will be open to purchase uniforms on the following days, 20/21/22 January from 9.30am-12.00pm.
· New Enrolments for 2026 can be done on the same dates.

 
27 January 2026 is the first day of the school year. It is a very different day. It’s an orientation day.

School starts at 10 am and finishes at 2.00 pm on that day. It is a fun day planned, look out for the panui that contains all the necessary
information.

No buses will be running because whanau will be involved in the fun day
 

When school opens for 2026, the guidelines around arriving at school will remain the same. The school gates open at 8.30am. Students should
arrive at school as the gates open or slightly after, not before. 

 
Term 1 2026 is a hat term so our tamariki will need a hat on the first day.
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Our School Nurse is here Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings.
Please feel free to let us know if you would like them to check your tamariki while

they are on site.
We are a water ONLY school..

Please support us by sending your tamariki to school with a Water Bottle

Ka Pai Kai will continue to supply lunches for all children in 2026. Every child receives a lunch and we have a 5 bites and you are out rule. What
that means is, to show respect to the people who prepared lunch, we all try the lunch by taking 5 bites. At that point if you don’t like it you

don’t have to eat it. 
Whanau just need to provide morning tea.

 
We have 3 teachers leaving us at the end of the term. Whaea Libbee is heading to Westbrook, Whaea Kayleigh to Chapman College and Whaea

Amanda to Kawaha Point. We wish them well.
We have 5 new teachers joining us, which really is exciting. Whaea Jacqui will join the Purapura Waka, Whaea Jayah and Whaea Claire the

Pihinga Waka, Whaea Shav will join the Mahuri wakak and Whaea Leoni will be supporting the Special Needs program. 
We are so fortunate to have 5 teachers of this quality joining our team. 

 
Have a wonderful Christmas, be safe, enjoy whatever the holiday brings, and we look forward to starting another awesome school year on 27

January 2026. Thank you for choosing to educate your children at Western Heights Primary School. 
 

Nga mihi and Merry Christmas
Brent Griffin

 Stay in touch :

whpadmin@whp.school.nz  07 348 8459 / 0204561035 western heights primary schoolhttp://www.whp.school.nz

Seesaw is our real-time reporting and
partnership tool. We report on student progress
and achievement through Seesaw in real-time.
We no longer have mid-year or end of-year

reports. Please check out our school website for
a step by step guide to signing in and user

friendly information. If you have any issues or
would like some one on one learning please

contact Whaea Marnel on
marnelv@whp.school.nz. We look forward to

seeing whānau/parents and caregivers engaging
and commenting on student progress via Seesaw.

The Dental Clinic on site have a
seperate line to our school office. 

They can be contacted on:
07 348 8459   or 

027 973 5253

Whanau Meet the Teacher Day :
Tuesday January 27,2026

First Official Teaching Day :
Wednesday January 28, 2026

Merry Christmas 
from all the tamariki of

WHPS

http://www.whp.school.nz/

